
Middleton Town Centre Management,
Colmar House, Middleton Gardens,

Middleton, Manchester, M24 4DB

Telephone: 0161 653 4990 or 07766 502 745
Email manager@middletontowncentre.co.uk

Visit us online at www.middletontowncentre.co.uk

Subject:  Six month update from Middleton Town Centre Management Ltd (MTCM) 
regarding the delivery of their annual service agreement with RMBC regarding the 
subscription overseen by the Economic Affairs department.

Date Range: 

1st October 2017 to 31th January 2018
Tasks Identified to be delivered in the last six months:

 Oktoberfest 2017
 Halloween Heritage Trail 2017
 Christmas Lights Switch On 2017
 Small Business Saturday 2017
 Newsletter
 Teenage Markets
 Digitalisation of stalls and shops

Evaluation of the tasks above:

Oktoberfest 2017 – October 1st 2017.

This was the fifth year that we have held Oktoberfest and the third time we have held it on a 
Sunday.  The weather was bad and had been forecast to be bad, actually threatening the 
event. We feel that this put people off as our experience with both the market and events is 
that if the weather is forecast to be bad and actually turns out to be ok we still have a 
reduced turnout.  We had five local bands playing live music for six hours.  The event was 
from 12pm through to 7pm.  We had one local brewer from the Rochadle area, that was the 
Serious Brewing Company, we also asked Wilson Potter, a local Middleton micro brewer 
who have an event on every year at the same time as Oktoberfest, we also used Bollington 
Brewery a South Manchester micro brewer.  One of our caterers let us down due to the 
weather forecast so we had one caterer who provided a range of bratwurst, paella and 
cakes.  The bar that MTCM provide to help fund the Marquee was significantly down in 
takings but people who did turn up used the marquee to shelter from the rain.  We do have 
a video of Oktoberfest on our Youtube video, go to Youtube and search Oktoberfest 2017 
Middleton.
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Halloween Heritage Trail – October 27th & 30th 2017
 
This is the third year we have run this event and it was held on Friday 27th October using 
the Ring O Bells as the pub to provide the food at the end of the two walks that we had.  
We had 67 people attend the two walks, the first at 6pm and the second at 8pm.  We 
changed the route slightly this year to incorporate new stories such as the Grammar School 
area and the 24 steps area used by LS Lowry.  Feedback was positive about the new 
route.

On Monday 30th October using The Old Boars Head (our usual catering providers) we used 
the same route as Friday.  We had 54 people over the two walks of 6pm and 8pm.

The feedback was generally positive about the new sites and how people didn’t realise 
about the history of the town.  We did have a few people expecting about more spookiness, 
scariness so we will take that on board and adjust it for the 2018 walks.

Christmas Lights Switch On – November 18th 2017

This was the most successful Christmas Lights Switch On we have hosted.  We had Father 
Christmas handing out free selection boxes during the day, a stage hosting community 
dance and singing groups from Middleton was used 12pm to 5.30pm.  We had a free selfie 
booth for people to have their photos taken, facepainting, there was a fair with over ten 
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rides and we had a celebrity (Samia Ghadie) help Father Christmas, Chair of Township – 
Cllr June West and the Mayor & Mayoress of Rochdale turn on the Christmas Lights Switch 
On.  We finished off the entertainment with a ten minute firework display from the Shopping 
Centre Car Park.  We have a video on Youtube, if you go to Youtube and Christmas Lights 
Switch On 2017 Middleton.

Small Business Saturday – December 2nd 2017

We asked Chair of Township - Cllr June West and Liz McInnes MP to judge the twelve 
shop fronts from around Middleton Gardens, Long Street and Lodge Street.  Susan Travis 
won the bottle of Champagne, certificate and press release to the Middleton Guardian and 
Rochdale Online.  We also organised for a free facepainter, brass band and magician on 
the Gardens.
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Newsletter

We delivered 150 newsletters across the small businesses and national chain 
shops/restaurants in October advertising Oktoberfest, Christmas Lights, Small Bussiness 
Saturday and the car boot dates. We try to speak to the business owners whilst delivering 
them to understand what their thoughts are of their business, how it is performing and how 
it can be helped by MTCM and RMBC.

Teenage Markets

This concept was worked on several years ago and didn’t perform well.  We still want to do 
something with Hopwood Hall students but on a smaller scale than a full market.  We are 
hoping to meet with Hopwood Hall to discuss in the next college year if students would be 
interested in running a market stall/stalls as part of their course.

Digitalisation of shops and stalls

We have had a telephone meeting with a new app that has attracted our attention, both 
Victoria and Adam are going to work on this offering in the next three months to hopefully 
roll it out to shops and stalls by April.

Shop Front Christmas Trees for Long Street

We were tasked to deliver by 17 Christmas Trees around the Long Street area near 
Middleton Gardens, we were awarded £9,024.71 to install infrastructure to power the 
project and other items such as the brackets and trees.   We struggled to get the 
recommended legal sign off from landlords for us to deliver 17 trees.  We managed to get 
sign off and instructed our contractor to install 6 trees.  We used battery powered lights as 
Adam had tested them and felt they offered the same offering to electrical powered lights, 
this means that we can save on the infrastructure of the power being spent and hopefully 
sign more businesses up to this scheme.


